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All Saints Day (Year C) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 
pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this reason I do 
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And 
he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In my office is this book that was gifted to me by Michael Morgan, our organist and special guest last 
week, upon my graduation from Columbia Theological Seminary.  It’s a book of Psalms that was printed in 
London in 1626.  On the front page, it says the following:  “Set forth and allowed to be sung in all churches, of 
all the people together, before and after morning and evening prayer, as also before and after sermons, and 
moreover in private homes, for their godly solace and comfort, laying apart all ungodly songs and ballads, 
which tend only to the nourishment of vice, and corrupting of youth.” 

 Even though it is nearly 400 years old and missing the original cover, it’s in surprisingly good condition.  
On occasion, I’ll pick it up and flip through the pages with the utmost care, slowing and lovingly turning the 
pages and looking upon their contents.  If you turn to page 58, you’ll find one of the most famous hymns that 
has endured throughout the centuries: 

 All creatures that on earth do dwell,  
 sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;  
 him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell.  
 Come ye before him and rejoice. 

 This paraphrase of Psalm 100 was first printed in Geneva, Switzerland in 1561 and has been in nearly 
every comprehensive English hymnal since, including the hymnals in your pews, in which it is hymn number 
385. 
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 Sometimes, when I hold this nearly 400 year old psalter and sing Psalm 100, I’ll get goosebumps 
thinking of all the people who have used this very book to sing the psalms long before it ever found its way into 
Michael Morgans library and then into my hands.  And then, I wonder who I will choose to give this psalter to 
once my time with it has come to an end. 

 Passing on a glorious inheritance.  That’s really what All Saints Sunday is all about.  It’s about giving 
thanks for all the saints who have gone before us, who have fought the good fight, and run their race, and now 
rest from their labors.  This inheritance is what Paul is talking about in today’s passage from his letter to the 
church in Ephesus: 

 “In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on 
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the 
pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.” 

 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance.  And, friends, this inheritance has been passed down to 
us in people who, as Fred Rogers, have “loved us into being.” 

 That phrase was gifted to us by Mr. Rogers when he was presented a Lifetime Achievement Award by 
the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in 1997.  During his acceptance speech, he said the 
following: 

 "So many people have helped me to come here to this night. Some of you are here, some are far away 
and some are even in Heaven.  All of us have special ones who loved us into being.  Would you just take, along 
with me, 10 seconds to think of the people who have helped you become who you are, those who cared about 
you and wanted what was best for you in life.  10 seconds of silence. I'll watch the time. “ 

 So, friends, I’d like for us to take Mr. Rogers’ advice and do just that.  Although, instead of 10 seconds, 
I’d like for us to take one whole minute.  Just one minute to think in silence about the people who have loved us 
into being.  60 seconds.  I’ll watch the time. 

 (Pause for 60 seconds). 

 What a great cloud of witnesses we have surrounding us and loving us into being!  What a great 
inheritance we have been given.  All Saints Sunday is a time for us to be reminded of the fact that we are 
midwives of this inheritance.  This inheritance is not ours to keep; it is ours to preserve, grow, and pass along to 
the next generation. 

 And so, I’m curious and I invite you to be curious with me.  What would happen if before every decision 
we made, you and I asked ourselves the following question:  “Is this decision being faithful to those who have 
gone before me and is this decision being faithful to those who will come after me?” 

 What would change if we asked ourselves that question before every decision. 

 In the pews?  In the ballot box?  Around the dinner table or in the board room?  In the classroom or the 
facebook feed?  How might this world change if we stopped making decisions just for our benefit, and instead 
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made decisions for the good of those who will inherit the world we leave when we die?  How might that bless 
those in marginalized communities?  How might that bless the earth that we mistreat?  How might that bless the 
families that will inherit Beaumont Presbyterian Church after you and I have joined the Church Triumphant?   

 Thanks be to God for those saints who have gone before us.  And may we be blessed by their 
faithfulness in order that our faithfulness might bless those who will come after us in Christ’s name. 

 In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.  May all of us, God’s saints, say:  Amen.
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